Ouabain-like factor.
Accumulated evidence has suggested that several sodium pump inhibitors, similar to cardiotonic steroids, are present in the human body. Ouabain-like factor, the most appealing candidate, has been found to be increased with high sodium intake and hypervolaemia, and in essential hypertension, mineralocorticoid hypertension, and pregnancy-induced hypertension. Furthermore, blocking the action of ouabain-like factor with digibind or a novel anti-ouabain agent lowers blood pressure in several models of hypertension. Several important questions remain, however, before it can be concluded that ouabain-like factor is indeed involved in the regulation of sodium homeostasis and blood pressure.